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Canyon Country

Sanitation District Fees
Santa Clarita City Council Meeting
e June 8, 2010 Agenda item 15

DIRECTION TO THE SANTA CLARITA VALLEY SANITATION DISTRICT
BOARD ON CHLORIDE TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD ISSUES AND
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY SANITATION DISTRICT BOARD
ALTERNATE DESIGNATION - Due to issues discussed at the May 25,
2010, City Council meeting on the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
proposed fee increase, the City Council suggested action on several topics.
This item allows the City Council to formalize the request to the Santa
Clarita Valley Sanitation District.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Direct the members of the Santa Clarita Valley
Sanitation District Board to direct Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
staff to develop a legislative strategy and potential legal strategy in
response to water quality law driving the Chloride Total Maximum Daily
Load; change the alternate for the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
Board from Councilmember Bob Kellar to Councilmember Frank Ferry; and
other action as recommended by the City Council.
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Canyon Country

CITY OF SANTA CLARITA
AGENDA REPORT

Advisory Commiftee

A The current two members of the Sanitation District Board requested
direction from the larger City Council on this matter.

I The result was a suggestion of a two-pronged approach.

I The first prong is to continue with the current work to develop
environmental analysis and design specifications, with an intent
to maximize cost efficiencies.

I The second prong includes developing a legislative and potential
legal strategy dealing with overall water policies and laws at the
state and federal level driving the limits mandating desalination.

A In addition to the overall two-pronged approach, the City Council
discussed changing the City Councilmember alternate designated
for the Sanitation District Board from Councilmember Bob Kellar to
Councilmember Frank Ferry.

16 June 2010 3



Canyon Country

Alan F e r d mRetcamsnendation

Advisory Commiftee

Approve the two prong approach for 1 year. Require the Sanitation
District Staff to provide their recommendation within 3 months.
Remind them it I s OK to think nOu
thinking was demonstrated by the suggestion provided by our CCAC
Co-chair Merle DeMartalere. He suggested that we investigate the
possibility of having the river category changed from Navigable to
Non-navigable. The change would exempt the river from the
Federal Clean Water act and remove part of the legislative
constraints.

Second, | do not believe that it would be wise to change the alternate
Sanitation Board member at this time. At the last City Council
meeting, Mr. Ferry emphatically stated what he would vote for if
made the alternate even though all the testimony on this issue has
not been provided. Af ter readi ng
weekos Signal, 1t would appear Mr

recues himself from making decisions on this issue.
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Jim Holt, Signal, June 13
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Lines Drawn in Salty Water s from Article

_ _ Jim Holt, Signal, June 13 Red Comments

A The issue behind é increased é sewag
who say the water 1 s fine, netneadet .
who feel theyor efreewaten.t | ed to chlori d

A The Santa Clara River is the longest free-flowing river in Southern California
i Every day it flows through the Santa Clarita Valley

i Most of wus only ever see water in the river
i The rest of the water is underground.

A Jim Holt
i WhenKristwel comes you to his office at the Farm
a backdrop of baseball-sized avocados on wall posters.

i All atestament to the $1.1 billion in annual farm industry revenue generated in Ventura

County.

A John Krist (Chief Executive Officer of the Ventura Farm Bureau) s a y s @
AnThe standard was not chosen arbitral
documentation for the level at which salt-sensitive plants begin to suffer.

Al tos the obligation of the upstream
and protect their downstream neighbors from the consequences of their
contamination. 0O
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Lines Drawn In Salty Water
Jim Holt, Signal, June 13

Advisory Commiftee

A 2001 é strawberries fidethronedo | emo
being the No. 1 crop. (Lemons were introduced as a crop in 1864)

A The Signal fsoturneda nfeervs ofidup who wer e Af i
set so |l ow that it wild!@ cost -réentowng, é

reverse osmosis plant

I Arate increase each year over the next four years from $199 to $296 a
year. (Increasing to $650 per year in 2025 - $52,650,000 per year i
without Connection fees)

A 2008, Santa Clarita residents ¢é -vot e
di scharging water softeners ill|l egal |
Clara River.

i Farmers downstream were getting far less salty water from homeowners here. But they
mai nt ai n t he wraeeeroughutatdl codtdinedsmeode than 100 milligrams per
liter. (Avocado deemed Salt Sensitive in Signal Article Feb. 21, 1919)

A The Regional Board is é mandated to
of 1972. Each board has nine members, and all of them are appointed.

T Our own Merle DeMartelaere provided a suggestion to change the designation of the river
from Navigable to Non- Navigable which would exempt the river from the Clean Water Act.
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Advisory Commiftee

Lines Drawn In Salty Water
Jim Holt, Signal, June 13

A Mary Ann Lutz, head of the Regional Water Board

Al | ook at shdsaidwhek agkedao dgscribd thegawer her board has in
settingawaterwarmi | es from her office, @t e®vatluatee t h
that case basedonthelaw. And t hatés how | | ook at my |j

For an appointed position that pays $100 only when the board sits, and whichd 0 € S n 0 t
even cover lunch costs

AiMy predecessorf twe dr me mahkhit ng peopl e happ:
out job right, o.

The level of 100 milligrams of chloride in the Santa Clara River was set by her

predecessors before she took over the job. (1978)

They deemed any level higher than that to be harmful to strawberries and avocados.

AFirst, we | ook at the number we approved tw
AWe start from there and then we | ook &
number and, from there, we | et everyone

Lutz shakes her head and smiles as she reflects on the process. i | t 6 s adulingit t | e

\

out , o
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Lines Drawn In Salty Water
Jim Holt, Signal, June 13

Advisory Commiftee

A Steven R. Maguin - General Manager and Chief Engineer

for the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District
i 1 6ve fought it for a |l ong time, 0éenfi

i Aln 2002, we appealed e because t he
back it up. (Not in the 2005 @tudy on the SD Website)
Ventura farmers responded with a scientifrc-study that set the
strawberry sensitivity threshold at 117 milligrams per liter

i Il'n 2006, e he appealed to state | ec
reviewed.

I A"WedOre going to continue fighting f

This is not what we asked for!
Wait till you see his recommendation!
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Lines Drawn In Salty Water
Jim Holt, Signal, June 13

Advisory Commiftee

A Maria Gutzeit éVice President of the
holds a bachelor of science degree in chemical engineering.

I Maguin should sue the Regional Board, @&l f t her e wablelaveswter a
this is it.o

I The fsci e osedibyfthe \tentueh &alrmecaalition to validate the recommended 117
milligrams per liter chlorideleveli s n 6t s ci €®met isfai ¢, actaladli hg it
bi bl i o g(itiagchllgctiod of opinions)

T Sept. 3, 2008, she participated in a meeting of all agencies concerned about Santa Clara
River chloride levels from both upstream and down: The Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation
District of Los Angeles County, the Castaic Lake Water Agency and the four local water
retailers, the United Water Conservation District and the Ventura County Agricultural Water
Quiality Coalition 8 the latter a collective of more than two dozen farming interests.

i All parties signed a memorandum of understanding to do their best to bring chloride levels
into compliance.

i AMy districlt piegnmneadnat | yutregret that deci ¢

I AThe complete | ack of science for that
the limit adopted by the Regional Board.
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Lines Drawn In Salty Water
Jim Holt, Signal, June 13

A Robert P. Roy, president of the Ventura County Agricultural Association

Several scientific studies conducted and funded by the local sanitation district are
available for the average person online (Where are they? Not on the Sanitation
District Site.)

ALook, the bottom |ine is: |l f you were in

OoOul

Al f somebody dumped stuff north of you, woul
A Ventura County Agricultural Association (www.vcaa-ag.org)

Ventura County Agricultural Association is an agricultural trade organization comprised of
growers, shippers and packers of agricultural commodities who have business operations
located in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties. VCAA will provide leadership on behalf of

the agricultural community to promote the best labor relations support system in the
agricultural industry.

VCAA was formed in 1970 as a result of an agricultural industry strike in the Salinas
Valley affecting vegetable growers. When a similar strike was called against local strawberry
growers by the United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO in 1974, VCAA became fully
operational to meet the needs of local farmers.

Mr. Roy provides legal counsel with regard to wrongful termination, sexual harassment
and discrimination cases. He also represents members in union elections, contract
negotiations, grievances and arbitration proceedings.
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Have YOU received Sanitation District
Prop 218 Notice and Protest Procedure?

Advisory Committee
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Proposed Rate Increases

Nothing

Advisory Commiftee

16 June 2010 No information on CONNECTION FEE increases!
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Regulatory Issues

Advisory Committee

E——

So they stopped the studies?

EE—

What was the result?

16 June 2010 / If approved? It might cost more?
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Sanitation District Recommendation

Advisory Commiftee

| thought that Prop 218 information was supposed to be unbiased.
What do you think will happen after 2023?
These fees will make the SCV a very expensive place to live!
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Informational Meetings and Public Hearing

Advisory Committee

We need to show up!
Make your voice herd!

We have not even seen the
Sanitation District presentation.
We do not know the proposed

Connection Fee increases.

Sewage and Connection fee
increases will

directly affect all of us in more

than just our property tax bill.

What can we do right away!

16 June 2010 16



Protest Process

Advisory Committee

16 June 2010




Canyon Country

Protest Process

Advisory Commiftee

A Itis highly unlikely that we can stop this fee increase using the
protest process

I A successful protest takes nN50%
Approx. 41,001 votes.

I A large number of protests will send a message to the Sanitation
District Board and our City Council.

A Send in your form and please ask everyone you know to do the
same.
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